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relll"l!lltion ia the coatemplative shade 
or this shrills of Texas liberty. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

Message :From the Governor. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, May 6, 1916. 

To the Thirty-fourth Legislature: 
I beg respectfully to advise and 

submit for your consideration the 
following: 

At the Regular Session an Act was 
duly passed by your body providing 
for the location of three · normal 
sch90ls. By the terms of said Act it 
was provided that the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor and Attorney 
General, and two members to be ap
pointed by the Supreme Court, were 
to constitute a board to locate these 
schools. I quote below the original 
letter which I hold in my possession 
from the mem,bers of the court, as 
follows: 

April 15, 1915. 
Governor Jas. E. Ferguson, Capitol. 

Dear G.overnor Ferguson: we are 
advised by the recent Act of the Leg
islature that under Its provisions the 
SQreme Court is commissioned to 
selet,lt tWO members of the board 
charged witb. determining the loca
tions for the three normal scltools 
autlrorized by the Act. 

Wllile imbued with a sense of deep 
appreciation of the honor of the ap
poiatment and full deference for an 
Act of the Legislature, we are con
vinced that this is a duty wholly un
I'ela.ted to any proper function of the 
court, and one which it is beyond its 
province to assume. It would be un
wise, in our opinion, for the court to 
llfld.ertake It, or any other duty not 
l!tl'tctlY" within Its coast!tutioniiJ. 
poweril. · 

We feel obliged\ therefore, With 
great rel!l'lect, to decline the appoint
ment. 

With high esteem, we have the 
~ono:r to remam, 

Yours siu.cerely. 
(Signed) 1'. J. BROWN, 

Chief Justi<:e. 
(Siped) NELSON l>HlLLIPS, 
(Signed) WM. E .. HAWKINS, 

Associate Justices. 
I llldiCilit thi.e fGI' your eonsiclil!ra

s-senate 

tion and such action all you may deem 
necessary in the premises. 

Respectfully, 
JAS. E. FERGUSON, 

Governor of Texas. 

Bills and Resolutions. 
(By unanimous consent.) 

By Senator Page: 
S. B. No. 12, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to provide for the purchase 
of certain lands and improvements 
thereon in Washington County, Tex
as, the same being lands upon which 
there has been erected a monument 
commemorating the fact that at said 
point was located the first Capitol of 
Texas, etc., making appro·priatlon 
therefor, and declaring an emer
gency." 

Read first time and referred to 
Committee on State Affairs. 

Adjournment. 

On motion of Senator Clark, the 
Senate, at 12 o'clock, noon, adjourn· 
ed until 10 o'clock tomorrow morn
ing. 

EIGHTH DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
AUBtin, Texas, 

Friday, May 7, 1915. 

Tbe Senate met at 10 o'clock, 11.. 
m., pursuant to adjournment, and 
was called. to order bY Lieutenant 
Governor W. P. Hobby. 

The roll was called, a quorum 
being present, the following Sen
ators answered to their names: 

Astin. 
Bailey ot DeWitt. 
Bailey of Harrts. 
Bee. 
Brelsford. 
Clark. 
Cowell. 
Darwin. 
Gibson. 
Harley. 
Harris. 
Henderson. 

Johnson. 
Lattimore. 
McGregor. 
McNeal us. 
Morrow. 
Nugent. 
Page. 
Parr. 
Smith. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley. 

Absil!ilt. 

Hudspeth. McCollum. 
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Conner. 
Hall. 
King. 

Absent-Excused. 

Robbins. 
Townsend. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 
Pending tbe reading of the Jour

nal of yesterday, the same was dis
pensed with on motion of Senator 
.Johnson. 

Excused. 

On account of important business: 
Senator Hall, for today, on motion 

of S<>nator Bailey of DeWiH. 

Simple Resolution No. 13. 

Uy Senator Smith: 
I move that Dr. W. B. Collins, 

Stat<' Health Officer, be permitted 
to rome before this Senate, and 
make a statem<>nt concerning the re
cent newspaper article which re
ferred to his department, which 
matter was discussed by this body 
during his absence from the city. 

The above was read, and Senator 
Clark offered the following substi
tut<' for same: 

Whereas, Dr. Collins, 1the State 
Health Officer of Texas, bas been 
attacked by certain newspapers, and 
accuspd of diverting certain 'funds at 
bis disposal; therefore, be it 

Resolved, At the request of Dr. 
Collins, a committee be appointed 
by the President of the Senate to 
make a thorough investigation of the 
report. 

The substitute was read and 
adopted, and the resolution, as sub
stituted, was adopted. 

Morning call concluded. 

Senate Hill Xo. ll. 

(By unanimous consent.) 
The Chair laid before the Senate, 

on second reading, 
S. B. No. 11, A bill to be entitled 

"An Art to appropriate out of the 
general revenue, not otherwise ap
propriated, the sum of $415,000.00 
for the purpose of making repairs 
on and rearrangements of the State 
Capitol building in the city of Aus
tin, Texas, etc., to create a board 
consisting of the Governor, Commis
sionPr of the General Land Office, 
Comptroller and Attorney General, to 
have general supervision of the mak-

ing of such repairs and rearrange
ments and the expenditure of such 
moneys, vesting such board with 
power to make the necessary con
tracts, etc., to carry out the pur
pose of such appropriation, etc., and 
declaring an emergency." 

On motion of Senator Clark, the 
Senate rule, requiring committee re
ports to lie over for one day, was 
suspended for the purpose of consid
ering this bill. (See Appendix for 
committee report.) 

The committee report, that the 
bill be not printed, was adopted. 

Senator Westbrook offered the 
following amendment: 

Amend the b!ll, by adding after 
the end of Section 1, the following: 

"Provided, that said Capitol build
ing shall be made as near fireproof 
as possible." 

Simple Resolution No. 14. 

(By unanimous consent.) 

Whereas, Hon. W. 0. Murray, a 
distinguished citizen of this State, 
and a former State Senator, is in the 
Capitol; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That he be invited to 
address the Senate, and that the 
privileges and the courtesies of the 
Senate be extended to him. 

Bailey of DeWitt, Morrow, Huds
peth, Astin, McGregor. 

The resolution was read and 
adopted. 

Senators Bailey of DeWitt, Huds
peth, and Astin were appointed as 
a committee to present former Sen
ator Murray to the President's 
stand, who, after being introduced, 
addressed the Senate briefly. 

Senate Bill No. 11. 
Action recurred on the pending 

business, S. B. No. 11, the question 
being on the amendment by Senator 
Westbrook. 

The amendment was adopted. 
Senator Brelsford offered the fol

lowing amendments: 
Amend the bill by· striking out, in 

Section 1 of the b!ll, all after the 
words commencing with "in a gen
eral way," down to and including 
"the office of the Governor." 

(Signed) BRELSFORD, 
WILEY, 
DARWIN. 

The amendment was adopted. 
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Senator Cowell offered the follow
ing amendment: 

Amend the bill, by striking out 
the figures "415,000.00" In the CIIIP
tion and Seetion 1, and Insert in lieu 
thereof the figures "$200,000.00." 

Senator Suiter offered the follow
ing substitute for the amendment: 

Amend S. B. No. 11, by striking 
out the figures "$415,000.00," and 
inserting In lieu thereof the figures 
''$150.000.00," and to amend the 
caption to correspond. 

Senator Clark moved to table the 
substitute for the amendment, which 
motion to table was adopted by the 
following vote: 

Yeas-19. 

BaileY of DeWitt. 
Bailey of Harris. 
Bee.· 

Hudspeth. 
Johnson, 
McCollum. 
McGregor. 
McNeal us. 
Page. 

Brelsford. 
Clark. 
Cowell. 
Darwin. 
Gibson. 
Harley. 
Henderson. 

Astin. 
Lattimore. 
Morrow. 

Harris. 

Parr. 
Westbrook. 
Wiley, 

Nays-5. 

Smith. 
Suiter. 

Absent. 

Nugent. 

Absent-Excused. 

Conner. 
Hall .. 
Kin-g. 

Robbins. 
Townsend. 

Senator Clark moveg to table the 
amendment. 

Special Committee Appointed. 

The Chair appointed the following 
committee, as directed by Simple 
Resolution No. 13: 

Senators Clark, Smith, and West
-brook. 

Adjournment. 

On motion of Senator Clark, the 
Senate, at 12:45 o'clock, p. m., ad
journed until 10 o'clock Monday 
morning. 

APPENDIX. 

Committee Reports. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, May 7, 1915. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, ·President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on 

State Affairs, to whom was referred 
S.B.No.l2, ·, 
Have had the same under consid

eration, and I am instructed to re
port the same back to the Senate, 
with the recommendation that it do 
pass, and that it be not printed, but 
printed in the Journal. 

DARWIN, Acting Chairman. 

Follo-wing is the bill in full: 

By Page. S. B. No. 12. 

A BILL 

To }>~ entitled 

An Act to provide for the purchase 
of certain lands and improvements 
thereof in Washington county, 
Texas, the same being lands upon 
which there has been erected a 
monument commemorating the 
fact that at said point was located 
the first Capitol of Texas, etc., 
making an appropriation therefor, 
and declaring an emergency, 

Whereas, The historic town of 
Washington, the place where the 
Texas Declaration of Independence 
was signed, and where the first 
and last Capitol of Texas was lo
cated, is rapidly being deserted 
owing to decay and neglect; and, 

Whereas, Said point is now des
ignated only by a small monument 
13 feet 9 inches in height, erect
ed by the school children of Wash
ington county in 1900, and mark
ing the spot where so much im
portant history was made in the 
gallant fight for freedom from the 
yoke of Mexican despotism; and, 

Whereas, It is the sense of all 
good and patriotic people of Tex
as that this historic spot be prop
erly preserved for the benefit not 
only of this, but of future genera
tions, in commemoration of the 
Texas Declaration of Independence 
having been signed there, and the 
first and last Capitol of the Re
public of Texas having been locat
ed there, and in commemoration 
of the fact that said spot is the 
birthplace of Texas Independence 
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and the place where the first Con
stitution of thE> Republic of Texas 
was framed and adopted and the 
government ad interim was estab
lish<'d; and thE> fact that It was at 
this point where the first and last 
Presidents, David G. Burnet and 
Anson JonPs, were Inaugurated; 
the resolutions for annexation to 
the llnited States were adopted at 
the last Congress of the Republic 
of TE>xas, which met on this sacred 
spot in 18 4 fi, and it was at this 
place that the Convention W·hich 
rl!'dared T!'xas a free and inde
pE>nd<'nt Republic, fully vested with 
the rights and privileges of inde
pend<'n t nations (and the last ses
sion of Congrpss which terminated 
thE> Lone Star Republic and 
merged it into the United States 
of America) was held; and, 

'VhE>reas, The facts that cluster 
around this ancient town are as 
''aluable as the h\storic incidents 
which centered around the Alamo 
and San Jacinto; and, 

Whereas, Patriotic love for Tex
as and Its sacred history require 
that this historic spot should be 
prPserved for future generations; 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of 
the State of Texas: 
Section 1. That not to exceed 

fifty acres of land upon and immedi
ately surrounding the spot upon 
which was erected the monument by 
thE> school children of Washington 
county in 1900, commemorating the 
point where the first Capitol of Tex
as stood, be purchased to be held 
In perpetuity by the State of Texas. 
Said lands shall be purchased, beau
tified and Improved under the sup
pervlslon of the Governor of the 
State of Texas, the Superintendent 
of Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
the Attorney General, and that the 
sum of ten thousand ( $10,000.00) 
dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, be and the same Is 
hereby appropriated for that purpose 
out of any funds in the State Treas
ury, not otherwise appropriated, and 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts 
is hereby authorized and directed to 
Issue warrants on accounts approved 
by the Governor. 

Sec. 2. The fact that many years 
have elapsed since the removal of 
the Capitol from the sacred grounds 
that are herein provided to be pur
chased; and, 

Whereas, Said grounds are not 

being bf'ltutlfil'd nor being preserved 
for the benefit of the sacred history 
of this Imperial State as they should 
be; and, 

Whereas, This is a duty owed by 
the State to future generations, that 
has alrE>ady b!'en too long deferred, 
cn•ates an emergency and an Impera
tive public necessity that the conatt.. 
tutional rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days be sus
pended, and that this Act take effect 
and be in force from and after Its 
passage, and it Is so enacted. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, May 6, 1915. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Colllmtttee on 

Criminal Jurisprudence, to whom was 
referred 

s. B. No. 11, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to appropriate, out of the 
general reveo.ue, not otherwise ap
propriated, the sum of $415,000.00 
for the J!Hlrpose of making re)l&irs on 
and rearraRgements of the St&te 
Capitol building, in the city of A.ua
tin, Texas, etc., to create a board 
consisting of the Gol'ernor, Commis
sioner of the General Land Office, 
Comptroller, and Attorney General, to 
have general supervision of the mak
Ing of such repairs and reatrange
ments and the expenditure of such 
moneys, vesting such board with 
power to make the necessary con
tracts, etc., to carry out the pur
pose of sucb supervision, etc., and 
declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid
eration, and I am requested to report 
the same back to the Senate with 
the recommendation that it do pass, 
but be not printed. 

HUDSPETH, Chairman. 

Engrossing Committee Report. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, May 7, 1915. 

Hon. W. P. Hobby, PreBident of the 
Senate. 
Sir: We, your Committee on 

Engrossed Bills, have carefully ex
amined and compared Senate Bill No. 
1 o, being aa Act maktng appropria
tions for the purchase of land, and 
erection of new buildings for the 
Blind Institute, and find same cor
rectly engrOSBed. 

WESTBROOK, Chairman. 


